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1. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY  

 

Life Águeda was presented at the Symposium for the Conservation of Freshwater Fish and 

Habitat Rehabilitation, held in the scope of the LIFE project focusing on the “Conservation of 

Saramugo, (Anaecypris hispanica), in the Guadiana river basin (Portugal)” (LIFE13 

NAT/PT/000786). The event covered the areas of freshwater fish habitat conservation and 

rehabilitation and challenges for the conservation of endangered fish species, among other 

subjects. Cross meetings with LIFE Projects were also promoted. 

 

2. DISSEMINATION PROGRAM  

 

A global presentation of LIFE Águeda was held, highlighting key aspects of the project (Project 

summary, budget information, partners involved). General and specific objectives were 

presented and related to the multiple European policies addressed with the project’s actions. 

The presentation also highlighted habitat rehabilitation measures, emphasising pilot 

solutions addressed by the project.  Communication and dissemination actions/measures 

were briefly addressed; to summarize, expected impacts, their quantification and related 

policies were also introduced.  

 

 Presentation Abstract 

 

“Habitat loss and overfishing are the most significant threats to diadromous fish, most of them 

of high socioeconomic and conservationist importance, like Alosa alosa, A. fallax, Petromyzon 

marinus and Anguilla anguilla. The project “LIFE AGUEDA - Conservation and Management 

Actions for Migratory Fish in the Vouga River Basin” started in 2017 and its main objective is 

the removal of hydro-morphological pressures towards the reestablishment of conditions for 

a good ecological status, as required by the Water Framework Directive (WFD) and associated 

River Basin Management Plans. This will be achieved by: i) restoration of river morphology 

through the installation of nature-like fish passes, removal of river obstacles and re-

naturalization of the river bed, design and operation of a pilot translocation program 

directed to European eel juveniles, and riparian habitat restoration; ii) recreational and 

commercial fisheries management; and iii) stakeholders’ engagement and compatibility of 

ecosystem uses. Anglers’ engagement in fish monitoring through the design and operation of 

a pilot mobile phone application will contribute to collect data on fish distribution, while the 

design and operation of a pilot “mobile auction” in the study area, together with the 

implementation of a “label of origin” system, will promote market differentiation and fish 

valorisation.” 

3. DISSEMINATION OUTPUTS 

Key comments included the methodology and criteria used for the selection of obstacles upon 

which the project will take mitigation or elimination measures. During the event, previous 

contacts with researchers from the Severn Rivers Trust, engaged with the project “Unlocking 

the Severn LIFE - Shad Severn: Conservation and restoration of twaite shad in the Severn 



 

 3 

Estuary Special Area of Conservation” (LIFE15 NAT/UK/000219), were consolidated, and a visit 

to that project was scheduled for May 2019. 

 

4. CONTACTS 

 

People Contacted  

 

ENTITY CONTACT NAME EMAIL TEL 

Severn Rivers Trust, 
Environment Agency, 
Canal & River Trust 

Richard Harrison richard.harrison@canalrivertrust.org.uk   

ICNF Marta Santo marta.santo@icnf.pt  
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mailto:marta.santo@icnf.pt
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ANNEX - PHOTOS 

 

 

Catarina Mateus presenting LIFE Águeda.  

 

ANNEX - PRESENTATION 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/196kIMrvax4Yb-_tzUwUt9tmsOWemnAJ8/view?usp=sharing 
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ANNEX - PROGRAM 

 



 

 6 

 



 

 7 

 

 

ANNEX - COMMUNICATION 

http://www.lifesaramugo.lpn.pt/pt/simposio-do-life-saramugo-decorreu-em-evora  

http://www.lifesaramugo.lpn.pt/pt/simposio-do-life-saramugo-decorreu-em-evora

